
1 

The Newbury Times  December 2018  

 The Newbury Times  

Emergency Management 

Emergency Management Checklist 
     With the onset of winter, it is time to remind all Newbury residents of the town services in the event of an emer-
gency – from either a natural event (storms, etc.) or an emergency/disaster caused by human activity.  
 

First, Some Background 
     The Town of Newbury has a Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP) in conjunction with the State of New 
Hampshire, Department of Safety Homeland Security & Emergency Management, which deals with natural and man-
made disasters and major emergencies. The LEOP deals with our town’s planning for, managing of, and recovering 
from these emergencies that have an impact on the state or portions of the state.  
 

Newbury’s Emergency Operations Plan 
     The LEOP (Local Emergency Operations Plan) describes the continuation of basic municipal services to the citi-
zens of the community in and following an emergency event. Evacuation and sheltering are covered in this plan, but 
both are considered last resort procedures when parts of a community are destroyed or inaccessible. Instead, all ef-
forts are made to address the needs of the residents while neutralizing the effects of the emergency situation. New-
bury works with New London and Bradford to establish regional shelters should that need arise. 
 

Family Emergency Plan 
     The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recommends that individuals and families have a plan in 
place that allows them to survive on their own for a period of at least 72 hours – without help from outside sources, 
and possibly without electricity and communications.  
 

     When developing your Family Emergency Plan, include food, water, first aid supplies, medications and pet needs 
for 72 hours. Keep in mind that cooking and heating your home may have to be done without electricity. Also, it is 
recommended that you have a plan for communicating with family members (on-site and off-site) if needed. Finally, 
consider staying with friends or relatives out of the area until the emergency/disaster situation is mitigated. 
 

     For more information, check out two websites: www.ReadyNH.Gov (state guidelines), and www.Ready.gov 
(federal guidelines).     

Newbury Storm Emergency Contact List 
     Newbury Emergency Management and Newbury Fire Rescue maintain a list of Newbury 
residents who may be older, have disabilities, or may not have transportation. When a storm or 
power failure occurs, each resident on the list is contacted by phone to make sure they are OK. 
If we can’t reach you by phone, a firefighter goes out to check on you in person.  
     To have your name added to our list, go to the Newbury Fire Rescue website 
www.newburyfd.org and fill out the enrollment form online. Also, you may send your contact 
information via email to newburyfire@gmail.com. 

http://www.ReadyNH.Gov
http://www.Ready.gov
http://www.newburyfd.org
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Ice Advice 
 

Old Man Winter and Mother Nature are serving up some mighty cold days and nights 
as we head into winter – much to the delight of winter lake sports enthusiasts. Cross- 
country skiers, ice skaters, snow mobilers, ice fishermen (and women) and ice sailors 
are bundling up in anticipation of getting out on the lake for some winter fun. 

 

If you own a dock on the lake and want to protect it from ice damage, consider in-
stalling a de-icer that has a thermostat and a timer function. That way, the unit will 
automatically turn on and off depending on the outside temperature and keep your 
dock completely free of encroaching ice throughout the winter months.  

 

An added benefit of a thermostat/timer de-icers is peace of mind. You not only protect your dock, but also you 
protect winter lake sports enthusiasts from falling through the thin ice that is created by a de-icer that runs 24/7. 

 

A couple of other “must-do” items for de-icer owners: 

• The Town Clerk requires registration for all de-icers/bubblers. 

• The state requires that “Thin Ice” signs be posted adjacent to your “de-iced” dock. 

 

Weatherize to Economize 

     New England winters are notorious for challenging 
residential heating budgets. Even though frugal home-
owners lower their thermostats, layer up their clothing, 
hang window quilts, install weather stripping, and moni-
tor usage – winter heating costs continue to take a big 
bite out of their household income. 

Introducing Vital Communities   

     Vital Communities is a nonprofit organization based 
in White River Junction, VT, that brings together citi-
zens, organizations and municipalities in the Upper Con-
necticut River Valley of VT and NH to tackle common 
issues with an independent voice and a regional ap-
proach.  (See www. vitalcommunities.org for more infor-
mation.) 

     This winter, the issue-of-interest is how to lower resi-
dential heating costs. Vital Communities has launched a 
campaign in NH and VT designed to help homeowners 
in two ways: (1) to weatherize their homes and, (2) to 
solarize where possible. 

The Weatherize/Solarize Campaign  

     Volunteers in Newbury and other towns in the 
Kearsarge area are partnering with Vital Communities to 
increase the number of local families participating in 
NHSaves Home Performance with Energy Star and ena-
bling them to save money through lower energy use and 
rebates. 

      The goal is to inform and help residents take ad-
vantage of low-cost home energy audits, and learn how  

 

 

to save money through lower energy use. The first step is 
to conduct an audit of the home. The second step is to 
recommend appropriate weather-proofing techniques. 
The third step involves learning about solar heating op-
tions. 

Save the Date 

     The Weatherize campaign kicks off on Saturday, Jan-
uary 26, 2019, from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian 
Church in New London. (Snow date is February 2, same 
time, same location.) 

     Vital Communities team members, volunteers and 
selected contractors will be on hand to meet with inter-
ested residents to discuss the Weatherize/Solarize effort 
and the NHSaves program.  During February and March, 
team members will follow up with interested families, 
helping them through the process. March 15, 2019 is the 
deadline to request an energy audit. Weatherization work 
will be carried out throughout the spring and summer 
months. 

Going Solar  

     Vital Communities team members plan a follow-up to 
the weatherization campaign, namely, educating the pub-
lic about the benefits of going solar for heating needs. 
That component will roll out in late April.  

     Please be on the lookout for further information.  If 
you are interested in participating in this program please 
send your contact info (name, email and phone number) 
to joybnowell@hotmail.com. 

mailto:joybnowell@hotmail.com
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Newbury Recreation 

Light up Newbury 2018                                              

Holiday Light Contest!                                                        

Decorate the outside of your business with festive holiday lights for a chance to win a fab-
ulous crystal personalized award! A picture of the winning business will appear in 

the Kearsarge Shopper. To register, call the Newbury Recreation Dept. 763-4940 ext. 210 
by December 26. Winners will be announced on December 28! 

Snowshoe and Hot Chocolate! 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 
10:00 a.m. 
Fishersfield Park, Old Post Road, Newbury NH 
All skill levels and ages welcomed! 
 

Join us for a morning snowshoe exploring the beautiful Fishersfield Park. 

We’ll wind our way through the snowy trails and end our walk with a well

-deserved cup of hot chocolate and light refreshments! 

Sponsored by the Newbury Recreation Dept.  

Phone: (603) 763-4940 Ext. 210 

 E-mail: rosie@newburynh.org 

 Web: www.newburynhrec.com 

Stay Safe on the Ice! 
     Ice can be deceptive. What looks like strong thick ice may end up being weak and thin – and the next thing 
you know, you end up in the lake instead of on top of it. 

     There have been several incidents this month of people and dogs falling through the ice on area lakes and 
ponds. All were successfully rescued but area police, fire and rescue personnel recommend that if you plan to 
recreate on lake/pond ice, read the webpage on ice safety published by the NH Department of Fish & Game at 
https://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/outdoor-recreation/ice-safety.html. 

     Also, check out “Ice Advice” (page 2), and “Dock De-Icers” in the Newbury Fire Rescue Update (page 7).  
Have fun – but stay safe!  

mailto:rosie@newburynh.org
http://www.newburynhrec.com
https://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/outdoor-recreation/ice-safety.html 
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Make learning a new language your 2019 New Year’s Resolution! 

Why? It will basically give you superpowers: you will become more confident, you will improve your 
memory, and traveling will become more fun! 

 

This 10-week beginner level Italian Language 
Course for adults covers: 

Conversational Skills 
Pronunciation 
Basic Grammar 
Cultural Information  

 
Date: Wednesday Evenings, January 9 – March 13       
Time: 6:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m.  
Place: Town Offices Small Meeting Room 
Cost: $225 *Minimum Class Size 6   
 

To register for this course, please visit 
www.newburynhrec.com 

For more information contact the Recreation Department 
603-763-4940 x 210 | rosie@newburynh.org 

 

Volunteer Newbury! 
 

Volunteers don’t just do the work, they make it work! 

-Unknown 

 

     Newbury is one of those places in this world where you know you are in a community of people who 
care. The evidence is everywhere.  

     Here’s a sampling: the carefully restored Center Meeting House, the seasonal “gardens-in-pots” 
throughout town, the tending of the town cemeteries, the ceaseless efforts to protect the quality of Lake 
Sunapee and the surrounding watershed, the helping of those residents in need, the preserving of South 
Newbury and its history, and the important work of the town’s land use board members and chairs, 
whose dedication ensures that town regulations and ordinances are met.  

     The above (very) partial list is accomplished by people who volunteer. Newbury volunteers are spe-
cial people. Their collective value system is defined by giving back, paying-it-forward, and preserving 
the community for future generations. There are hundreds of volunteers in town who offer their time 
and experience in a dozen different ways to ensure that Newbury moves into the future as the very spe-
cial place that it is today. 

     At years end, we salute these special people and extend an invitation to any and all folks who want to 
join them. For more information on volunteer opportunities, contact Meg Whittemore at 
meg@newburynh.org.     

http://www.newburynhrec.com
mailto:rosie@newburynh.org
mailto:mwhittemore@newburynh.org
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Library Happenings 

We have two new faces at the Newbury Public Library:  

     Welcome Emily Squibb, Children’s Librarian, and 
Pete Mitchell, Library Aide. We hope you will stop by 
and meet them.  We are excited to have them share their 
enthusiastic ideas with our community. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

     There’s lots going on at the Newbury Library this win-
ter. Here’s a list of activities for you to consider: 

 December school vacation activities: Drop-in during 
the week of December school vacation for Maker play 
fun, including Gears, Gears Gears, Magformers, Keva 
planks, Legos, microscopes, and other fun activi-
ties!  There is lots to do for your budding inventors, 
creators, artists and scientists – so stop by!  This will 
be available any time the library is open. 

 Adult Craft Group: Do you like knitting, crocheting 
or quilting? Do you want to meet other crafters and 
get inspired? On Sunday, January 13, at 3:00 p.m. we 
will be starting our Sunday adult Craft Group that will 
meet bi-weekly. Bring a craft you are working on and 
we look forward to seeing you! 

 Travel the World: Join us for a 5-week program 
traveling the world through art, crafts, special snacks, 
music and stories! Registration is required. There are 
two groups:  

-Tuesdays, January 15 – February 12, for  

grades 1-3. 

-Thursdays, January 17 – February 14, for  

grades 4-5.  

Limit 12 per group. Call 763-5803 or email the 
 library (childrens@newburynhlibrary.net) to sign-
 up.  

 

 Connecticut River Lecture: Join Adair Mulligan on 
January 28, at 7:00 p.m. at the Vets Hall for a talk on 
“The Connecticut River: New England’s Great Riv-
er”.  This river  - the largest in New England - rises in 
a small beaver pond near the Canadian border and 
flows over 400 miles through four states, falling 2,670 
feet to the sea through America’s only watershed-
based national fish and wildlife refuge. This program 
begins with an armchair tour of this great river in 
New Hampshire and Vermont, exploring its history 
and natural beauty through the seasons and among the 
communities that have sprung up along its banks. 
Much more than a travelogue, this program explores 
the many issues involved in managing the health of 
this major river, and how citizens from all walks of 
life have created a vision for its future.  SNOW 
DATE: Sunday, February 3, at 4:00 p.m. 

 

For More Programs: Check our website: http://
newburynhlibrary.net/events 

 

InterLibrary Loans 

Please let Laura Pezone at the library know about books, 
movies or other items that are not in the library that you 
would like to read/view. Laura has taken over interlibrary 
loans and can borrow materials for you from other librar-
ies. In-state loans typically take about a week to arrive, 
and the library gets deliveries twice a week. If Laura isn't 
available, any other librarian will be able to help place an 
interlibrary loan as well.  

Dennis’ Desk 
 
     The last quarter of 2018 has proven to be a busy one. Here’s a look at what has been going on at Town 
Office as we prepare to welcome in a new year: 
 
Tax Rate Projection 
     The Budget Committee and the Selectboard have been going through the annual budget process and 
(with the proposed budget and separate warrant articles)  it looks like the tax rate should stay approximate-
ly the same. Keep in mind that the Town tax rate has gone down for the past two years so we are holding 
steady at those lower rates. 
 
Warrant Articles 
The proposed warrant articles still need to be discussed and determined but here’s a projected list of arti-
cles for:  
 A new police vehicle. 
 Funding for a town history research/writing/publishing project. The funding would extend over a 3-

year period. 
Continued on page 6 

http://newburynhlibrary.net/events
http://newburynhlibrary.net/events
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Dennis’ Desk, Continued 

Newbury Fire Rescue Update 

Stay Warm & Cozy & Fire Smart!  
     While you cozy up to your fireplace or wood stove this winter, keep in mind that home fires occur more often 
in winter than any other season. Wood burning heating equipment such as fireplaces and wood stoves are the cul-
prits. National statistics show that one out of seven fires, and one in five fire deaths, are caused by heating equip-
ment.  
 
     Be careful to keep combustibles away from heating equipment and make sure the fire is fully extinguished in 
your fireplace before you go to bed. Finally, it is advisable to keep children away from fireplaces and wood stoves.  
 
Santa’s Comin’ to Town! 
     The Newbury Fire Rescue annual children’s Christmas party kicks off on Sunday, December 16, at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Safety Services Building. Santa is looking forward to arriving by fire truck and handing out presents to the 
children.  
 
 
 
 

 Monies to be put into the town capital reserve funds and expandable trust funds per the Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP).  

 Funding for the construction of a timber bridge on Bay Point Road.  
 
Fire Station Update 
     A warrant article will be presented at Town Meeting for a new Fire Station. This will be a bond arti-
cle, with no payment due until 2020. Information on this warrant article will be posted on the town 
website and fully noticed public hearings will be held in February 2019. The proposed cost of the pro-
ject is being still being finalized at press time. February 2019 is when we will hold the bond public 
hearing. There may be an additional article added after press time. 
 
     In the past, the Selectboard hired Peter Tennant, of Tennent & Goucher in Manchester, to be the ar-
chitect for the proposed fire station, along with North Branch in Concord as the construction manager. 
North Branch’s CEO is Kenneth Holmes, a taxpayer here in Newbury. 
 
     Thanks to you – the voters – we received a vote of over 60% for this article at the last town meeting. 
However, we need a vote of 66 2/3% for the warrant article to pass. 
 
A Job Well Done… 
     A tip of the hat to our highway, fire and police departments for a job well done during the challeng-
ing weather the last few weeks. Once again, their commitment to keeping our community safe came 
shining through. When you need them, your friends and neighbors are there to help you. 
 
Light Up Newbury! 
     Stay tuned for the declaration of local businesses who have shown their holiday spirit with lights and 
decorations for our “Light Up Newbury” contest. Thanks to the recreation department for following 
through with this program from last year. 
 
     Finally, I would like to wish every Newbury resident a joyous holiday season and a happy and 
healthy new year. 
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Winter Driving Challenges 
     Winter weather started early this year with snow in November and Newbury Fire Rescue responded to numer-
ous calls for cars off the road due to slippery driving conditions. Fortunately, most of the incidents were not seri-
ous. Please use extra caution and keep your speed down when driving in the ice and snow. Also, remember to re-
move snow from your car roof so it doesn’t slide off and strike the car behind – it’s a NH state law! Finally, make 
sure your car has an emergency kit containing a shovel, scraper, warm clothes, and gloves – just in case you get 
stuck in the snow when no one is around. 
 

Fall Fire Rescue Training  
     Newbury Fire Rescue members attended numerous in-house and outside training classes during the fall months. 
Two firefighters completed the three-month long NH Fire Academy Firefighter II professional development pro-
gram. Several of the emergency medical services responders attended the two-day Northern NH Emergency Medi-
cal Services Conference held in North Conway. Other training included the NH Municipal Association Annual 
Conference, DHART Ground Safety Class, the Fire Service Symposium held at the NH Fire Academy, an annual 
two- day Hazmat Seminar, and other professional development and continuing education classes.      
 

Trunk or Treat 

     This Halloween found Newbury Fire Rescue members participating in two fun events for children: the New-

bury Park & Recreation “Trunk or Treat” held at Fisherfield Park; and the Bradford Elementary School (which 

Newbury students attend) “Trunk or Treat” held at the school.     

 

Dock De-Icers 
     As you prepare your dock or boathouse for winter, keep in mind that a state permit is re-
quired from the Newbury Town Clerk for all ice melting devices on the lake. The permit 
application is available as a download on the Town of Newbury or Newbury Fire Rescue 
websites. The application must be filed with the town clerk, along with a 50-cent permit fee. 
 
     Please keep in mind that NH state law requires that wherever ice melting devices are lo-
cated, a sign stating DANGER THIN ICE is posted that is visible from all directions. (See 
“Ice Advice” on page 2 for more information on the requirements and the safe and effective 
use of dock de-icers.) 
 
Newbury Deputy Forest Fire Warden Honored  
     Mike Croteau, Newbury Deputy Forest Fire Warden, received recognition for his over 40 years of service as a 
Forest Fire Warden for NH forests. Croteau received recognition at the Fire Services & Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Awards & Recognition Presentation held in Concord. US Congresswoman Annie Kuster and NH Governor 
Christopher Sununu spoke at the awards. The event also recognized firefighters and emergency medical services 
providers for heroic action in the line of duty. 
 
Newbury Firefighters Donate Rescue Boat 
     Thanks to the Newbury Firefighters Association, the Town of Newbury now has a 12-foot Zodiac Rescue boat 
for use on the smaller lakes (Mountain View Lake and Lake Todd) when the fire boat is out on Lake Sunapee. The 
Zodiac will be trailered for easy transport when needed. 
 
     The Newbury Firefighters Association voted at their monthly meeting to use funds raised at their annual Auc-
tion to purchase the boat, which was offered for sale by the Hempstead Fire Department. Fundraising efforts from 
the auction along with donations from town residents provides needed equipment for the department without tap-
ping into the town budget. The result is improved service and reduced cost to the taxpayer. 
 
Service Calls on the Rise 
     By the end of November, Newbury Fire Rescue responded to 245 calls for service. This exceeds the total num-
ber of calls for all of 2017, which was a record year. The on-call fire rescue department (with no full-time employ-
ees) is now averaging one call per day for service to the community.   

Newbury Fire, Continued 
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Check out the town 

website at 

www.newburynh.org 

Town of Newbury,  

New Hampshire 

P.O. Box 296 

937 Route 103 

Newbury, NH 03255 

603-763-4940 

 

Newbury Historical Society Update 
 

Writing It All Down…  
     The Newbury Historical Society (NHS) is embarking on a comprehensive project to explore the feasibility of 
writing the town’s first comprehensive history book, documenting the town’s development from the 1700s to the 
present.  
 
     The Newbury Selectboard approved the formation of the NHS History Committee to undertake the project. 
“We are in the very beginning stages of what we expect to be a three- to four-year project and welcome input 
from the Newbury community,” says John Lyons, NHS member. In addition to the narrative, the final document 
will contain photos from the past and present. Adds Lyons, “We would very much appreciate volunteers from the 
community to help out.”   
 
     Any interested folks who would like to volunteer their time on the project, please contact Paula Falkowski 
(pdj@falkowskis.com), John Lyons (johnlyons@tds.net), or Bill Weiler (wmcw@tds.net). Project updates will 
be shared in upcoming town newsletters. 
 

NHS Community Programs 
 In September, the NHS sponsored Steve Taylor, former NH Commissioner of Agriculture, who presented 

New Hampshire’s One-Room Rural Schools:  The Romance and the Reality.  This NH Humanities Council 
program at the Vets Hall had about 50 attendees. 

 
 In October, John Greenwood presented a history of Lake Sunapee's Great Island.  His extensive collection of 

photos showed the evolution of life on Great Island from its development to today.  The photos can be seen 
online at his website: www.johngreenwood.net. At the November meeting, Deane Geddes continued the 
Great Island theme with a profile of an early developer of property there, Norman C. Brockway.  

 

Preserving South Newbury 
     In October, the three South Newbury historic buildings were nominated to be on the State Register of Historic 
Places. To accomplish this, the NHS funded a historic preservation study in preparation for the application to the 
State Register.  
 

History in the Digital Age 
     Bill Weiler has been instrumental in the conservation of early town record books.  They are being digitized by 
the New England Document Conservation Center in Andover, Mass. Once the record books are digitized, they 
will be available in electronic format to researchers, and will be especially helpful in the creation of the town's 
first history book.  The NHS is funding this project and the registration of the historic buildings.  
 

Join Us! 
     The NHS meets the second Tuesday each month at 9:30 a.m. -11:00 a.m. in the community room of the Town 

Office for discussion about our town's history.  Everyone is welcome - you don't have to be a member!  

mailto:johnlyons@tds.net
http://www.johngreenwood.net

